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not go fully into its causes, he gives a very fair account of them so far 
as he gives them at all. And in writing of the Southern generals he 
is not disposed to depreciate their abilities. But it is a striking fact 
that he seldom gives the number of soldiers engaged in the battles, 
except in the aggregate, and thus the disproportion of the armies en- 
gaged is not shown. Only two exceptions appear to this mode of stat- 
ing facts. They are the battles of Antietam and Chancellorsville, in 
which the Confederate forces are put at half of the Federal. The 
omission of relative losses also is found in the notices of all the battles. 
These omissions prevent the reader from appreciating the great supe- 
riority of the Southern generals and soldiers over their opponents. 

But, not to further point out faults, it must be confessed that it is 
very refreshing to a Southerner, so accustomed to disparagement, to 
read in a history by a Northern writer of eminence the following sum- 
ming up of the great strife : " The war had been an honest and honor- 
able contest, in which each side had been true to its convictions, and 
after making allowance for a certain amount of wrongful suffering inevi- 
table in all wars, neither side had anything to be ashamed of." 

Dr. Frank A. Hill, of Boston, has contributed to the volume very full 
questions and lists of books fit for collateral reading, and these go far 
to make up any deficiency in the text. 

William Wirt Henry. 

Some Old Historical Landmarks of Virginia and Maryland. 
By W. H. Snowden. 8vo., pp. 71. J. B. Lippincott, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

This handsome volume contains a storehouse of information about 
the celebrated localities in the general vicinity of Mt. Vernon, as well 
as about Mt Vernon itself. Beginning with Alexandria, Mr. Snowden 
takes us to Broad Creek and Fort Washington, in Maryland, Belvoir, 
Pohick Church and Gunston Hall, and finally to Mt. Vernon itself, and 
to all the various places of interest on that historic estate. It is not 
merely a description of what is to be seen. Mr. Snowden has given a 
very full account of the history of each spot, and of the lives of the 
persons associated with it. Among the most interesting pages in the 
book are those devoted to Belvoir, the home of the Fairfaxes. Here 
Mr. Snowden has written. with great feeling. Indeed, the sympathy of 
the writer breathes throughout the work, giving it a personal charm, 
which it would not otherwise possess. Visions of a past age flit through 
the mind of the reader as he turns over the pages, and some of its 
beauty and spirit is caught. This impression is increased by the inter- 
esting series of pictures which illustrate the book; such as Hollin 
Hall, Mt. Eagle, Belvoir, Woodlawn, the home of Nelly Custis, and 
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Gunston Hall. We are pleased to hear that a library edition of Mr. 
Snowden's interesting volume, of greater compass and with many more 
subjects and illustrations, will soon be published. 

Heraldry in America. By Eugene Zuber. 8vo., pp. 428. Bailey, 
Buntor and Biddle Co., Philadelphia. 

" Heraldry in America " is a very handsome specimen of book-mak- 
ing, both in typography and illustration. The volume was designed to 
meet a want which has long been growing in America. The writer 
has succeeded in grouping all that is really necessary to enable the 
student correctly to interpret and apply the various laws relating to 
arms. In addition to a great mass of compiled matter, there is a very 
valuable collection of material gathered from the use of royal and 
other seals upon Colonial documents, and individual coats of arms 
upon old tombstones, hatchments, tablets, family plate, wills, deeds, etc. 
It also presents a view of the present practical application of heraldry 
in the United States, particularly to the use of official, corporate and 
personal seals, and insignia of orders and societies. The work contains 
over nine hundred and fifty illustrations. 



